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The relationship between poverty and children’s social care involvement in Wales

Dear Elinor,

| am writing in response to your letter to the Chair of the Equality and Social Justice Committee

proposing that the Committee undertake an inquiry into the relationship between poverty and

children’s social care involvement in Wales. As you know, the Chair of the Equality and Social Justice

Committee copied us into her response to you dated 13 April 2023.

factors that make it more likely that a child will be taken into care — poverty amongst them. See page

60 onwards. You may find the rest of the ‘Before care’ chapter of interest given the strong

relationship between poverty and rates of children in care.

Our scrutiny of the Welsh Government’s Draft Budget this year was framed around the cost of living

crisis. This work is less directly relevant to the relationship between poverty and the involvement of

children’s social care, but you may find our findings interesting nevertheless. We consider

safeguarding and care experienced children from page 54, and child poverty on pages 60-64 of our

"The Welsh Government must produce, within 6 months, the development of an

action plan to eradicate child poverty in Wales. The action plan must set out clear,

costed, deliverable, measurable and time-bound actions that are within the gift of

the Welsh Government to take to eradicate child poverty in Wales."

| hope you find this information useful. If you would like any further information about our work

’?E// Senedd Cymru

Welsh Parliament


https://senedd.wales/media/1okpjizg/cr-ld15849-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/media/1okpjizg/cr-ld15849-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/media/5rppwa3s/cr-ld15644-e.pdf
mailto:SeneddChildren@Senedd.Wales

Yours sincerely,

Jegarepc

Jayne Bryant MS
Chair

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg.

We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English.
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